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October 20, 1007 

Minutes of tbo Two Hundred Fo r t i e t h Special Meeting of tho State 
highway Commission, held i n the State Highway Building, with the follow
ing Members being present: 

Robert bee Bobbitt 
dohn Wood 
harry hines 
dulian Montgomery 

Chairman 
Member 
Member 
State Highway Engineer 

Motion by Judge Oobbitt, seconded by Mr, Wood, that a special 
meeting of bbe State Highway Commission was opened at 9:00 A, M, October 
20, 1907, 

WREREAS, i n 1020 and 1000, the Texas Highway Commissionacting 
with the Highway Commission of Oklahoma made numerous e f f o r t s to purchase 
the t o i i bridge, approaches and franchises crossing the Red River, between 
Denison, Crayson County, Texas, and Durant, Rryan County, Oklahoma, from 
the Red River hridge Company of Texas at a price that was mutually satis
factory and w i t h i n the legal a b i l i t y of the States to pay, but were un
successful i n such e f f o r t s . The Highway Commission of Texas did, however 
i n duly 1000 enter into two contracts with the Red Elver hridge Company 
of Texas, owner of such bridge, approaches and franchises, which contracts 
provided, among other things, f o r the purchase of said t o l l bridge, ap
proaches and franchises; and 

WREREAS, i t appearing to the Commission from Department records 
andother sources that said contracts were entered in t o i n good f a i t h by 
a l l of the parties thereto; that compliance with the terms thereof was de 
feated only by a te c h n i c a l i t y committed inadvertently by the then Com
mission; and that as the resul t of tho f a i l u r e of the State to comply w i t ^ 
the terms of suoh contracts, the State of Texas received valuable proper 
t y r ights and privileges from the bridge Company without consideration 
and the hridge Company suffered the loss of such rights and privileges f o ^ 
which i t has not been compensated; and 

WHEREAS, i t further appearing to the Commission that i t was the 
honest intent and purpose of the then Commission to abide by and f u l f i l l 
a l l of the terms of such contracts u n t i l estopped from so doing by judg
ment of the D i s t r i c t Court of Travis County, Texas, which judgment was 
based upon technical grounds, and did not take in t o consideration the 
legal or equitable rights of the t o l l bridge owner to compensation for 
i t s losses inadvertently suffered at the hands of the State Highway Com
mission; and 

WHEREAS, the Eorty-fourth Eegislature, i n 1900, at Regular Ses
sion, passed Rouse D i l l Ho, 074 granting the Highway Commission authority 
to purchase the bridge, approaches and franchises from the Red River 
Oridge Company of Texas with f u l l knowledge of the f a c t that i t was de-
si^ned to authorize the Highway Commission to purchase said bridge, ap
proaches and franchises i n order that the Red River Oridge Company of 
lexas would i n a measure, be paid i t s damages; and 

WREREAS, i t being made known to the Commission that more than 
1,000 vehicles per month are now paying t o l l f o r the use of tho t o l l 
bridge owned by the Red River Oridge Company of Texas, even though i t i s 
located near the free bridge on State Highway Ho, 0, the Commission be
lieves that the t o l l bridge i f acquired and freed of t o l l , would be of 
onsiderable benefit and value t o the people of Texas and Oklahoma; 
low, therefore, 

RE IT ORDERED by the Highway Commission that i n view of the f a c t 
that i n acquiring the bridge of the Red River Hridge Company and freeing 
Lt of t o l l s , the people of Texas and Oklahoma w i l l thereby be greatly 
benefited, and that further i n so doing, the honest intention and purpose 
p̂f tho Commission at the time of the construction of the present free 
pridge w i l l be carried out, and a great i n j u s t i c e to the Red River Oridge 
ompany i n some degree righted, that the sum ef $00,000,00 be hereby ap-
ropriated out of State Highway funds to the Red River Oridge Company of 
exas i n f u l l payment for a l l of i t s r i g h t , t i t l e and interest i n and to 
aid bridge and approaches and franchises conditioned however that the 

attorney Oeneral be requested to and does approve a l l phases of the transD 

tction. The State Highway Engineer i s directed to take any and a l l further 
tops necessary to carry out the desires of t h i s Commission as expressed 
n t h i s o r d e r , A,E,E, 07-440 



177 

October 26,1937 

In Polk Oounty, on Stato Project No. 09O-E (Specht and O^Neal 
Oontraot) I t I s ordered by tbe Oommlsslon tbat $2,422.00 be paid to d. ^. 
Sessions, wblob payment i s In aooordanoe witb judgment rendered In Cause 
No. 3100, on September 20, 1937, by tbe Court of C i v i l Appeals f o r tbe 
Nlntb Supreme j u d i c i a l D i s t r i c t of tbe State of Texas at Oeaumont, Texas, 
In oase styled State of Texas, P l a i n t i f f In Error vs. d. W. Sessions, 
Defendant I n Error. 

I t Is further ordered that delivery of warrant f o r $2,422.00, sha 
be subject to tbo approval of tbe attorney Oeneral^s Department as to tbe 
disposition of above Oause as provided and tbat tbe Attorney Oeneral^s 
Department Is bereby requested to take suob steps as may be necessary to 
bave above described judgment released. 

A.P.E. 37-430 

I t Is ordered by tbe Oommlsslon tbat tbe State Highway System as 
approved on March 19, 1930 and as subsequently modified, be f u r ^ e r ^ t o 
Include the following described highway; 

Prom Premond v i a Pranklin and Wheelock to a connection with the 
old San Antonio Poad near Wheelock. 

In Webb Oounty, on bids received October 0, 1937 contract f o r oon 
t r u c t l o n of concrete pavement In Earedo, a distance of 1.000 miles, on 

Stato highway No. 2, Control 10 SectlonO dob 0NPM100-E (1934) Is award 
d to N. P. zachry Oompany, Earedo, Texas f o r $03,131.17, which Is the 

lowest and best bid. 

LI 

Motion by dudge Oobbltt, seconded by Mr. Wood, that the special 
meeting of the State highway Commission was closed at 11^30 A. M., Octo
ber 20, 1937. 

APPROVED: 

State Highway Engineer 

ATTEST: 

Chai rman 

Member 

Membe 

I hereby certify that the ahove and foregoing pages constitute the 
f u l l , true, and correct record of a l l proceedings and o f f i c i a l orders 
of the State Highway Commission at i t s Two Hundred Fortieth Meeting 
(a Special Meeting) held at Austin, Texas, on October 26, 1937. 

TEXAS STATE AY COMMISSION 


